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A view of the Constitution of the Church of Scot- 
land, abridged from the second part ft Dr. Fiill’s 
_ Theological Institutes. 


1 REB  Gmee 


II. Tue judicatories to whom the Church of 
Scotland has committed all authority, are, 

1. Kirk Sessions. This judicatory is composed of 
the minister of the parish, who is officially modera- 
tor, and of lay-elders. New elders are chosen by the 
voice of the Session. After their election has been 
agreed upon, their names are read from the pulpit, 
in a paper called an Edict, appointing a day, at the 
distance of not less than ten ‘days, for their ordination. 
If no member of the congregation offer any objection 
upon that day, or if the session find the objections 
that are offered frivolous, or unsupported by evi- 
dence, the minister proceeds, in face of the congre- 
gation, to ordain the new elders; that is, to set them 
apart to that office by prayer, accompanied with an 
exhortation to them, and an address to the people. 
According to the ancient laws and the universal prac- 
tice of the Church, elders are required, at the time 
of their ordination, to declare explicitly their assent 
to all that is contained in the Confession of Faith. 
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The Session is legaily convened, when summoned 
by the minister from the pulpit, or by personal cita- 
tion to the members. But it cannot exercise any ju- 
dicial authority, unless the minister of the parish, or 
some other minister, acting either in his name, or by 
appointment of the Presbytery, constitute the meet- 
ing by prayer, and preside during its deliberations. 
It has a clerk of its own nomination, and an officer 
to execute its orders. 

2. Presbyteries. The number of parishes which 
may compose a Presbytery is indefinite. In some 
of the populous districts of Scotland, there are thirty 
ministers ina Presbytery : in some remote situations, 
where a few parishes cover a great district, not more 
than four. As the General Assembly has the power 
of disjoining and erecting Presbyteries at its plea- 
sure, their bounds can easily be altered, or their num- 
ber increased, according to the change of circum- 
stances. At present there are seventy-eight Presby- 
teries in the Church of Scotland. 

A Presbytery consists of the ministers of all the pa- 
rishes within the bounds of that district, of the Profes- 
sors of Divinity, if they be ministers, in any University 
that is situate within these bounds, and of representa- 
tives from the Kirk-Sessions in the district. Eve 
Kirk-Session has the right of sending one elder; so that 
unless there be. a collegiate charge, or an University 
within the bounds of the district, the number of mi- 
nisters and of elders in any meeting of Presbytery 
may be equal. Independently of the local business 
of the district, which generally requires frequent 
meetings in the course of the year, two meetings are 
necessary for the annual choice of its representatives 
in the General Assembly; one, at which a day, not 
less than ten days distant, is appointed for the elec- 
tion : another, at which the election is made. A mo- 
derator, who must be a minister, is chosen twice a- 














Constitution of the Church of Scotland. 235 


year. ‘The Presbytery has a clerk of its own nomi. 
nation, and an officer to execute its orders. 

3. Provincial Synods. Three or more Presbyte- 
ries, as the matter happens to be regulated, compose 
a Provincial Synod. There are at present fifteen 
Provincial Synods in the Church; most of which 
meet twice in the year. Every minister of all the 
Presbyteries, within the bounds of the Synod, is a 
member of that Court, and the same elder who had 
last represented the Kirk-Session in the Presbytery, 
is its representative in the Synod; so that the num- 
ber of ministers and of elders may be equal. Neigh- 
bouring Synods correspond with one another, by 
sending one minister and one elder, who are entitled 
to sit, to deliberate, and to vote with the original 
members of the Synod to which they are sent. At 
every meeting of Synod, a Moderator, who must. 
be a minister, is chosen, A Synod has its own clerk 
and officers. v 

4. General Assembly. The highest Ecclesiastical 
Court is the General Assembly. The extent of 
Scotland requires that, in this Supreme Court, mi- 
nisters as well as elders should sit by representation ; 
and the proportion which the representation of the 
several Presbyteries of this National Church, in its 
General Assemblies, bears to the number of parishes 
within each Presbytery, was settled not long after the 
Revolution, in the following manner*: “ That all 
Presbyteries consisting of twelve parishes, or under 
that number, shall send in, two ministers and one 
ruling elder; that all Presbyteries consisting of 
eighteen parishes, or under that number, but above 
twelve, shall send in, three ministers and one ruling 
elder ; that all Presbyteries consisting of twenty-four 
parishes, or under that number, shall send in, four 
ministers and two ruling elders; and that Presbyte- 


* Act 5th. Assembly, 1694. | 
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The Session is legaily convened, when summoned 
by the minister from the pulpit, or by personal cita- 
tion to the members. But it cannot exercise any ju- 
dicial authority, unless the minister of the parish, or 
some other minister, acting either in his name, or by 
appointment of the Presbytery, constitute the meet- 
ing by prayer, and preside during its deliberations. 
It has a clerk of its own nomination, and an officer 
to execute its orders. 

2. Presbyteries. ‘The number of parishes which 
may compose a Presbytery is indeiinite. In some 
of the populous districts of Scotland, there are thirty 
ministers ina Presbytery : in some remote situations, 
where a few parishes cover a great district, not more 
than four. As the General Assembly has ‘the power 
of disjoining and erecting Presbyteries at its plea- 
sure, their bounds can easily be altered, or their num- 
ber increased, according to the change of circum- 
stances. At present there are seventy-eight Presby- 
teries in the Church of Scotland. 

A Presbytery consists of the ministers of all the pa- 
rishes within the bounds of that district, of the Profes- 
sors of Divinity, ifthey be ministers, in any University 
that is situate within these bounds, and of representa- 
tives from the Kirk-Sessions in the district. Every 
Kirk-Session has the right of sending one elder; so that 
unless there be a collegiate charge, or an University 
within the bounds of the district, the number of mi- 
nisters and of elders in any meeting of Presbytery 
may be equal. Independently of the local business 
of the district, which generally requires frequent 
meetings in the course of the year, two meetings are 
necessary for the annual choice of its representatives 
in the General Assembly ; one, at which a day, not 
less than ten days distant, is appointed for the elec- 
tion : another, at which the election is made. A mo- 
derator, who must be a minister, 1s chosen twice a- 
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year. ‘The Presbytery has a clerk of its own nomi- 
nation, and an officer to execute its orders. 

5. Provincial Synods. Three or more Presbyte- 
ries, as the matter happens to be regulated, compose 
a Provincial Synod. ‘There are at present fifteen 
Provincial Synods in the Church; most of which 
meet twice in the year. Every minister of all the 
Presbyteries, within the bounds of the Synod, is a 
member of that Court, and the same elder who had 
last represented the Kirk-Session in the Presbytery, 
is its representative in the Synod; so that the num- 
ber of ministers and of elders may be equal. Neigh- 
bouring Synods correspond with one another, by 
sending one minister and one elder, who are entitled 
to sit, to deliberate, and to vote with the original 
members of the Synod to which they are sent. At 
every meeting of Synod, a Moderator, who must 
be a minister, is chosen, A Synod has its own clerk 
and officers. u 

4. General Assembly. The highest Ecclesiastical 
Court is the General Assembly. The extent of 
Scotland requires that, in this Supreme Court, mi- 
nisters as well as elders should sit by representation ; 
and the proportion which the representation of the 
several Presbyteries of this National Church, in its 
General Assemblies, bears to the number of parishes 
within each Presbytery, was settled not long after the 
Revolution, in the following manner*: ‘ That all 
Presbyteries consisting of twelve parishes, or under 
that number, shall send in, two ministers and one 
ruling elder; that all Presbyteries consisting of 
eighteen parishes, or under that number, but above 
twelve, shall send in, three ministers and one ruling 
elder ; that all Presbyteries consisting of twenty-four 
parishes, or under that number, shall send in, four 
ministers and two ruling elders; and that Presbyte- 


* Act 5th. Assembly, 1694. — 
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ries consisting of above twenty-four parishes, shall 
send five ministers and two ruling elders: that colle- 
giate kirks, where there used to be two or -more mi- 
nisters, are, so far as concerns the design of this act, 
understood to be as many distinct parishes ; and that 
no persons are to be admitted members of Assem- 
blies, but such as are either ministers or ruling el- 
ders.” And as the number of the ministers of 
Edinburgh continued to increase after the Revolu- 
tion, it was provided by a subsequent Act*, “‘ That 
each Presbytery whose number doth exceed thirty 
ministerial charges, shall send to the General Assem- 
bly six ministers, and three ruling elders.”” ‘The 
sixty-six Royal Burghs of Scotland are represented 
in the General Assembly by ruling elders; Edin- 
burgh sending two, and every other Burgh one: and 
each of the five Universities in Scotland is represent- 
ed by one of its membersf. 

According to this proportion of representation, the 
General Assembly, in the present state of the Church, 
consists of the following members ; 

200 Ministers as Presbyteries. 

89 Elders representing Presbyteries. 
67 Elders representing Royal Burghs. 
5 Minsters or Elders representing Universities. 

361 

This Assembly, so respectable from the number 
and the description of the persons of whom it is 
composed, is honoured with a representation of the 
Sovereign by the Lord High Commissioner, whose 
presence is the pledge of protection and counte- 
nance to the Established Church, and the sym- 


* Act 6th. Assembly, 1712. 

+t By Acts of Assembly, 1641 and 1704, the Scots Kirk of 
Campvere was empowered to send Commissioners to the 
General Assembly: but that establishment was abolished, a 
few years ago, by the Batavian Republic. 
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bol of that sanction which the civil authority is rea- 
dy to give to its legal acts. 

The Church of Scotland claims the right of meet- 
ing in a General Assembly, as well as in inferior 
courts, by its own appointment. But it also recog- 
nizes the right of the Supreme Magistrate to call 
Synods, and to be present at them. As, by the Con- 
stitution of the Church of Scotland, the ecclesiastical 
business of this country cannot be conducted with- 
out the frequent meeting of General Assemblies, the 
Act 1592, which established Presbyterian Govern- 
ment, declares, that ‘ it shall be lawful to the kirk 
and ministers, every year at the least, and oftener pro 
re nata, as occasion and necessity shall require, to 
hold and keep General Assemblies :” and the Act 
1690, which restored Presbyterian Government at 
the Revolution, allows the General Meeting, and re- 
presentatives of the ministers and elders, in whose 
hands the exercise of the Church Government is estab- 
lished, according to the custom and practice of Pres- 
byterian Government throughout the whole kingdom. 
In pursuance of these Acts, the General Assembly 
meets annually in the month of May, and continues 
to sit for ten days, at the end of which time it is dis- 
solved, first by the Moderator, who appoints another 
Assembly to be held upon a certain day of the month 
of May in the following year, and then by the Lord. 
High Commissioner, who, in his Majesty’s name, ap- 
points another Assembly to be held upon the day 
which had been mentioned by the Moderator. 

At every meeting of the General Assembly, a Mo- 
derator, who must be a minister*, 1s chosen; and 
there is a respectable establishment of clerks and 
officers. 


In order to understand the Constitution of the 


* In 1567, George Buchanan was chosen Moderator of 
the General Assembly which met in Edinburgh on the 


25th of June, in that year.—Irving’s Life of Buchanan, p. 
155.—-Ep. 
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Church of Scotland, it is necessary to consider the 
four courts which have been described, as they are 
bound together by that subordination which is cha- 
racteristical of Presbyterian government. 

In all governments conducted by men, wrong may 
be done from bad intention, from the imperceptible 
iniluence of local prejudices, or from some other 
species of human infirmity. To prevent the contin- 
ued existence of wrong, it is provided, in every good 
government, that sentences which are complained of 
may be reviewed ; ; and although there must be. a last 
resort where the review stops, the security against 
permanent wrong will be as effectual as the nature 
of the case admits, if there is a gradation of au- 
thority, by which those who had no concern in the 
origin of the proceedings, have a right to annul or 
confirm them, as they see cause. This is the great 
principle of the constitution of the Church of Scot- 
land, which does not invest any individual with a 
control over his brethren, but employs the wisdom 
and impartiality of a greater number of counsellors 
to sanction the judgments, or to correct the errors of 
a smaller. 

Every ecclesiastical business that is transacted in 
any Church-judicatory, is subject to the review only 
of its ecclesiastical superiors, and may come before 
the court immediately above it in four different ways. 

1, The Superior Court may take up the business 
by an exercise of its inherent right of superintend- 
ance and control. For in testimony of that subor. 
dination of judicatories which pervades the Church 
of Scotland, it is a standing order, that the books 
containing the minutes of the inferior court shall be 
laid before the court immediately above it. In the 
ordinary course of ecclesiastical transactions, this is 
often neglected. but a superior court may, at any 
time, issue a peremptory mandate for the production 
of the books of its subordinate judicatories; and 
having the whole train of their proceedings thus re- 














Constitution of the Church of Scotland. 239 


gularly submitted to its inspection, it may take such 
measures as, upon this review, appear to be necessa- 
ry, in order to correct errors, to redress wrong, to 
enforce the observance of general rules, and to pro- 
mote the edification of the people, in the several dis- 
tricts within its bounds. 

2. When an inferior court entertains doubt, or ap- 
prehends difficulty and inconvenience, it sometimes 
declines giving a decision, and refers the matter upon 
which it had deliberated to the superior court, whose 
wisdom may solve the doubt, and whose authority 
may obviate the inconvenience. In this case, the 
members of the court which had referred are not pre- 
cluded from sitting and judging with the court to 
which the reference is made, in the same manner as 
if it had come from any other quarter. Although 
inferior courts are entitled, by the constitution, to re- 
fer to the court above them, and although a reference 
may, in some circumstances, be highly proper, it is, 
generally speaking, more conducive to the public 
good, that every court should fulfil its duty by exer- 
cising its judgment; and it is not creditable for 
judges to refer in any case where suspicions may be 
entertained, that the reference arose from a desire to 
retain the right of voting in the superior court. 

3. When a party conceives that the judgment of 
an inferior court is unjust or erroncous, he is entitled 
to seek redress by appealing to the court above it. 
The appeal, if conducted in the regular manner 
which the laws of the Church prescribe, stops the 
final execution of the judgment, brings the whole 
proceedings of the court which had pronounced the 
judgment. under review, and sists the members at 
the bar of the superior court; that is, they are not 
entitled to delibérate and vote in the review of their 
own judgment; but they are called to state, in such 
manner as they think proper, the reasons upon which 
their judgment proceeded: so that the sentence ap- 
pealed from, is commonly defendcd before the supe- 
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rior court, both by: the party who considered it as fa- 
vourable to his interest, and also by the members 
who concurred in pronouncing it. If the members 
of an inferior court have acted according to the best 
of their judgment, and with good intention, they in- 
cur no blame, although their. sentence be reversed : 
but they are answerable to the superior court. for 
every part of their conduct in the business brought 
under review, and they may be found deserving of 
censure. 

4. It is possible that the judgment of an inferior 
court may be favourable to the views of the only 
party who had sisted himself at their bar ; that it may 
do no wrong to any individual ; or that the party who 
is aggrieved may decline the trouble of conducting 
an appeal : and yet the judgment may appear to some 
of the members of the court contrary to the laws of 
the Church, hurtful to the interests of religion, and 
such as involves in blame or in danger, those by 
whom it is pronounced. In this case, the minority 
have a right to record in the minutes of the court 
their dissent, by which they save themselves from any 
share of the blame or the danger; and they have also 
a right to complain to the superior court. . This com- 
plaint brings the whole proceedings under review, 
and sists the members who concurred in the judg- 
ment, the complainers, and all parties, at the bar of 
the superior court ; and if the complaint appear to 
be well-founded, it may have the effect, not only of 
bringing censure upon those who concurred in the 
judgment complained of, but also of reversing that 
judgment, and placing matters in the same situation 
in which they were before the judgment was pro- 
nounced. 

The members of every Church Judicatory are 
thus taught to consider themselves as guardians. of 
the Constitution; they are called to attend, not 
only to the particular business concerning which 
they judge, but also to that general interest ef the 
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Church, which, in the eye of parties, may be of little 
importance ; and they have the satisfaction of know- 
ing, that by discharging their duty with intelligence 
and firmness in the inferior courts, they may, in the 
end, obtain full redress of the injury which the Church 
might have sustained by judgments in which parties 
were willing to acquiesce. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. 


ARO Ciera 


FAITH. 


Every subject, which has been for any length of 
time under literary discussion, has certain terms, or 
modes of expression, peculiar to itself. These terms 
it is necessary for the learner to understand, in order 
to make proficiency in his studies ; and it is especial- 
ly incumbent on those, who are engaged in commu- 
nicating instruction to others, that they make them- 
selves acquainted with the proper use of those pecu- 
liar modes of expression which have obtained in the 
subject in hand.. A lecturer on chemistry, or anato- 
my, would be totally unworthy of the professional 
chair, did he not understand the nomenclature estab- 
lished in thase departments of science ; and he must 
confoual and deceive his pupils, as well as contradict 
himself, if he is accustomed to employ, indiscrimi- 
nately, those technical terms which good use has ren- 
dered appropriate. 

Religion, like every other subject, has a language 
of its own, the dictionary of which it is necessary to 
understand. It has its “ Form of Sound Words.” 

The Christian Revelation has, indeed, been made to us 
inlanguage of the mostnatural and familiardescription ; 
and the Scripture style, undoubtedly, combines gran- 
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deur with simplicity. But while this renders instruc- 
tion more accessible to the plain unlettered man, it af- 
fords, both to the negligent and designing, the means 
of abusing terms, without danger of immediate de- 
tection. “The word, like the works of God, is co- 
vered with a veil of apparent negligence ; but remove 
the veil, and every part is adjusted with the most 
consummate wisdom and accuracy. The language 
of religion is therefore worthy of our highest atten- 
tion. Idification is not to be promoted by the abuse 
of words, nor can the pulpit confer respectability on 
nonsense. There is no method, which the arch- 
enemy can devise for setting men at variance, about 
the doctrines of the gospel, and so dividing into sec- 
taries the Christian commonwealth, that is likely to 
prove more successful, than the method of haision 
or confusing the language of the Church. The build- 
ing of Zion, like the building of the tower of Babel, 
is most effectually prevented by a _ confusion of 
tongues. The Scriptures accordingly command us 
to beware of this evil, in urging the duty of “ hold- 
ing fast the form of sound words,”’ and in threatening 
“wo to them that call evil good and good evil.” 
Hi istory, also, 1s replete with instances of the injury 
arising from contentions and “ strife of words.” 

The attention of the Reformation Churches was 
early directed to this subject; and the great and 
good men, who were raised up by Jehovah, in that 
period of evangelical light and love, Peart with dis- 
tinguished success to define the important terms of 
Christian phraseology, and thus settle the language of 
Canaan. 3 

If we are to derive from the school of Lavosier and 
Fourcroy our chemical forms of speech; if we are 
to learn from the school of Linnzus the best terms to 
be employed in natural history, we must look to the 
confessions of the reformed Churches, and to the 
Writings of the very able Divines who occupied the 
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chair of Theology in their several universities, as af- 
fording the best dictionaries of the religious language 
of Protestants. It is, moreover, justice, to expect 
from all those who have embraced certain ecclesiasti- 
cal standards, that they uniformly employ Theologi- 
cal terms agreeably to the definitions of those stan- 
dards ; except in those instances, in which they ex- 
pressly inform us of their design to use them ina 
different sense, and specify that very sense in which 
they thus employ them. Otherwise there is an end 
to consistency, to confidence, and even to integrity. 

In the progress of human science, technical terms 
must be invented and strictly defined in order to mark 
distinctly the gradations of advancing knowledge. 
But in the study of Theology, a system revealed, in 
its perfection, from Heaven, the definition of impor- 
tant terms 1s to be settled by a faithful examination of 
their meaning as used in the sacred volume ; and by 
regularly arranging, under them, those very doctrines 
which they have been divinely selected to represent. 
Thus did such men, as Marck, and Witsius, and Tur- 
retine, and Pictet, and Owen, and the Elder Edwards, 
act. 

The spe | criticism on the word nixtos, 
(FAITH,) may afford assistance in defining the mean- 
ing of it as a technical term in theology. 

The noun ns, and the verb new, Which is de- 
rived from it, very frequently occur in the Scriptures 
of the New Testament in the most important connex- 
ion. Every English reader is familiar with the fre- 
quent use of the words, faith and believe, both in the 
oracles of inspiration, and in the works of uninspired 
men, on religious subjects. The following examples 
exhibit the importance of the connexion. Precious 
faith. 2Pet.1.1. The faith of God’select. Tit. i. 
1. The fruit of the spirit is faith. Gal. v.22. Faith 
towards God. Heb. vi. 1. For ye are all the chil- 
dren of God by faith in Jesus Christ. Gal. iii. 26. 
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For all men have net faith. 2 Thess. iii. 2, Justifi- 
ed by faith, Rom. v. 1. Now, the just shall live by 
faith, Heb. x. 38. He that believeth-shall be sav- 
ed. Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth not is con- 
demned already. John iii. 18. He that believeth on 
the son hath everlasting life : and he that believeth not 
the son shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abid- 
eth on him. John iii. 36. po that believeth not 
shall be damned. Mark xvi. 

The proper meaning of st term FAITH, In the 
Christian religion, is to be ascertained, by examin- 
ing the original signification of the word—the several 
uses to which it is adopted in the Scriptures—and the 
other modes of-expression which are employed to re- 
veal the same doctrine. Let us examine, 

1. The original signification of the word. Migs 
is derived from Mewsse:, the third person, perfect, pas- 
sive, of the verb nee, to persuade. It signifies, 
therefore, that state of mind in which one is, 
who is persuaded by another. This state of mind, 
however, includes, both a conviction of the truth of 
the assertion made by the other person, and a yeld- 
ing to the design for which the assertion has been 
made. : If either of these be wanting, it is evident that 
the mind is not wewesa:, persuaded ; and that there is, 
in fact, NO wigs, faith. When one reveals to another 
that of which the other was previously ignorant, with 
the declared design of inducing the one to whom the 
discovery is made to acquiesce in its purposes, the 
conviction of the person addressed will be m propor- 
tion to his estimation of the credibility of the witness, 
and his compliance will be in proportion to the desi- 
rableness of the end proposed. ‘The discovery which 
the witness makes is his testimony ; and faith is the 
admission of testimony as valid to. the very end for 
which it is given. This is the proper meaning of 
wis. And in its application to Theology this idea 
is completely retained... The proof of our assertion 
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isat hand. Divine revelation is “‘ rHz TESTIMONY 
or Gop.” 1 Cor. 1.1. And the testimony explains 
itself. It is revealed for the express purpose of per- 
suading the ruined sinner to embrace salvation in 
Christ Jesus. These are written, that ye might BE- 
LIEVE that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and 
that BELIEVING YE MIGHT HAVE LIFE through his 
name. John xx. 31. By this testimony the believ- 
er is persuaded, *eesa:.. He is convinced of the 
truth of its assertions, and he complies with its de- 
clared purpose. He assents to the doctrine, and he 
accepts the offer of Christ Jesus for salvation. This 
is #6 in its Theological acceptation; and this also 
corresponds exactly with its radical meaning. Let 
us now examine, 

2. The several other uses to which this term is ap- 
plied in the Scriptures. ‘These uses are figurative. 
In some cases, the idea which the word represents is 
so different from its proper signification that the 
figure is obvious to every one; but in others, it ap- 
proaches, so nearly, the original signification, that 
there are few, who in the first instance, are aware that 
there is any thing figurative in the use of it. ‘Those 
cases in which it 1s evident to all that =<, faith, is 
employed figuratively, are, 

1. ‘Those, in which it signifies the doctrine of the 
Gospel, or the Christian religion, as in Eph. iv. 5. 
Jude, verse 3. Col. it. 7. Rom. 1. 5. Acts vi. 7. 
Gal. vi. 10. In these texts, the testimony which is 
the foundation of our faith, is called faith. 

2. Those cases in which signifies proof or as- 
surance. Acts. xvii. 31. Josephus and Plato make 
this use of the word*. Here the effect is put for the 
cause. 

3. Those, in which it signifies fidelitye Tit. ii; 
10. Rom. iii. 3. 1 Tim. v.12. Here the cause ts 


* Parkhurst on the word Mv¢i«. 
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ut for the effect. To all tropes founded on such re-. 
Caies rhetoricians have given the name Metonymy. 

There are, however, instances in which Mss is em- 
ployed figuratively, and which so nearly approach the 
proper use of the word, as to be mistaken for the true 
meaning ; and this mistake leads to error about the 
doctrine of faith. These cases are, 

1. Those, in which the word signifies opinion, 
whether well or ill founded. Rom. xiv. 2. 23. ° | 

2. Certain knowledge of the truth revealed, or a 
mere assent of the understanding to some proposition. 
James 11. 14—26. 

In these cases, something less than faith is meant, 
although the word is used. They belong to the class 
of figures which bears the name Synecdoche. 

The application of the word faith to that confidence, 
to which, at the first propagation of Christianity, was 
annexed the gift of working miracles, is so peculiar, 
that there is no danger of its producing error respect- 
ing the nature of the “ faith of God’s elect.” 

These several uses of the word serve nevertheless 
to confirm the interpretation which we have given of 
its radical meaning. The branches are indeed dis- 
tinct and various, but they have a common reot. 
That term which, figuratively applied, will serve to 
designate the doctrine by which we are persuaded, 
the proof by which we are assured, the fidelity which 
arises from a permanent principle of action, the sen- 
timents which we entertain, and the conviction which 
we have of the truth proposed to our judgment, ac- 
companied with confidence in him by whom the re- 
velation is made, must, in its proper acceptation, de- 
signate that state of mind wherewith we admit testi- 
mony as sufficient for the very purpose for which it 
has been gwen. From no other root can the several 
branches spring. It has already been shown that 
this is the original meaning of the word Mss, faith, 
and that the radical idea is completely retained in its 
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application to Christian Theology. The exceptions 
to this rule, the cases in which the term is figurative- 
ly applied, serve to confirm the rule. For since all 
tropes are founded upon some obvious relation be- 
tween the things which are represented by the figu- 
rative use of the word, and that which it originally re- 
presents ; so the radical meaning must be that to 
which all others can be referred. We shall in another 
number examine other modes of expression, em- 
ployed to communicate the same idea as that which 
faith or believing is intended to convey ; and so also, 


ascertain the theological meaning of the term micas. 
(To be continued.) 
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THE DOCTRINE OF GOOD WORKS. 


Titus ui. 8. 

This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that 
thou constantly affirm, that they which have be- 
lieved in God might be careful to maintain good 
works: these things are good and profitable unte 


men. 
(Continued from page 193.) 


i]. \ \ E shall now illustrate the duty of all belie. 
vers to perform good works. 

The apostle says, “ believers must maintain good 
works ;’” that is, they must not only practise, but 
defend, good works, from whatever might tend to 
make themselves and others remiss in the perform- 
mace of them*. These works they must therefore per- 


* Parkhurst in xeeenes. IIT, 
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form habitually, not irregularly, or transiently ; 
with satisfaction in them as agreeable ; with a holy am- 
bition to excel inthem; omitting none of them de- 
signedly ; strivig to know and perform them all ; 
recoiling with disgust and shame from idleness and 
slothfulness in relation to them. In thus doing their 
duty, they will meet with difficulties from Satan, 
the world, and their corrupt hearts; but they must 
resist these enemies with all their temptations and arts. 
For this purpose they must earnestly seek the aid of 
heaven, and counsel from each other. They mustfaith- 
fully exhort and admonish one another, provoking one 
another to good works; and though deserted by 
some whom they deemed friends, must not be dis- 
couraged. They must persevere in well-doing, and 
seek by all means to recommend their calling to oth- 
ers, by making their light shine before them, that God 
may be glorified. In thus maintaining these good 
works, they must be careful, solicitous, studious. 
They must devote their whole soul to this duty ; 
thinking of the same steadily, loving the same and 
guarding with prudence and watchfulness against a 
failure in it. ‘They must meditate on these things, 
giving themselves wholly to them; and thus work 
out their salvation with fear and diligence. That 
to maintain these good works carefully is the duty 
of believers, will appear fully from the declaration of 
the Apostle, . 

I. That it is a faithful saying, or doctrine. It is 
undeniably true, and immutably certain, that be- 
lievers should do good works. 

It is true ; for God has commanded it under the 
Old Testament dispensation, as well as the New. 
Walk before me, and be thou perfect, said God to 
the father of the faithful. To him that ordereth his con- 
versation aright, saith David, will I show the salvation 
of God. Wash you, make you clean, exclaims Isaiah, 
put away the evil of your doings from before mine 
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eyes ; cease to do evil, learn todo well, relieve the 
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. 
What doth the Lord require of thee, saith Micah, but 
to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God. Not every one that saith Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven, is the declaration of Christ. 
Indeed, the will of God concerning all his people is 
their sanctification. He being holy, they must be 
holy also in all manner of conversation. God has 
chosen them in Christ before the foundation of the 
world, that they should be holy, and without blame 
before him in love. Christ died to redeem them 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. ‘They are, accord- 
ingly, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, to 
which God has prepared them, that they should 
walk in them. To this end, all his institutions, as 
well as his precepts, manifestly tend, and this they 
are calculated to produce. In this way it is the duty 
of believers to give all diligence, to make their 
calling and election sure. To this the experience of 
all God’s people gives its yea and amen, being con- 
strained by the grace of God to obey his will in all 
things, doing what he has commanded them to do, 
with sincerity and zeal. And finally, God’s judgment 
will be according to the deeds done in the body whe- 
ther they be good, or whether they be evil. 

This saying is certain, immutable, always true, and 
worthy of belief. Whether Christians are in lively 
frames of mind, or in the gloom of desertion, they 
must maintain good works. No experience of theirs 
relaxes or breaks their duty in this respect. ‘The 
more lively they feel in the divine life, the more dili- 
gent will their performance of works be: and if they 
walk in darkness, that very state of soul may have 


been brought on them by a neglect or careless per- 
formance of some duty. 


Voi. IV.—No. V. 21 
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Although the saying of the Apostle be thus true, 
worthy of belief, and certain, yet through carelessness, 
ignorance, and a neglect of their own salvation, many 
in Christian countries who call themselves Christians, 
do not clearly perceive, nor really believe, nor 
steadily fulfil it. Living without the law as a rule of 
life, is too frequently the conduct of those who pro- 
fess to reject it as a covenant of works, and to embrace 
Jesus Christ as the end of the law for righteousness. 
It is therefore necessary for the Gospel ministry to 
rg" this doctrine of good works. 

‘* "These things I will, saith the Apostle, that thou 
dies constantly.” In ‘addressing Titus thus, he 
has pointed out the duty of all pastors of the flock 
purchased with the blood of the Son of God. “ These 
things” refer to the duty of performing good works, 
and to the reasons on which this duty rests. Minis- 
ters must assert this truth with plainness; they must 
insist on it; they must bring it continually into the 
view of their people. It 1s part of their commission 
to do so, being included in the nature of that watchful- 
ness which they are bound to exercise over souls. It is 
required by that discipline which the Head of his 
Church has committed to them for edification, and not 
destruction. They are not barely to propose it. They 
must defend it against gainsayers, establishing it up- 
on solid grounds drawn from scripture and reason. 
It is capable of being maintained against opposition, 
for it is a rational saying. Miaunisters should never 
lose sight of it in their preaching and practice. 
It is of absolute importance. It is necessary to be 
known, to be acknowledged, to be performed. For 
any immorality in the flock winked at by ministers, 
they must expect to suffer, since they are responsible 
for the conduct, as well as doctrine of those commit- 
ted to their care. 

These two parts of the Apostle’s, declaration on the 
subject of good works, fully establish the duty of be- 
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lievers to practise them. They are necessary to be 
practised—for where they are wilfully neglected salva- 
tion cannot be expected. Without the disposition to 
do them, and the actual performance of them, when we 
have the opportunity, we are not qualified for heaven. 
We are thus guarded to prevent mistake. Though 
the disposition to do good works is always accompa- 
nied by the performance of them where there is time, 
yet cases may occur where this time is not granted 
to those who have the disposition. Of this we have 
an instance in the penitent thief on the cross. No 
one from this instance, and such like, ought to flatter 
himself that some generai design of living better in 
future will do, or that sorrow for sin in the hour of 
death will suffice. For he who neglects to improve 
his time and opportunities to the purposes of holy 
living, cannot possibly have a sincere disposition 
to obey God. Besides this, it is a most certain 
truth that a man who has been a hearer of the Gos- 
pel for many years, and who has spent the greatest 
part, or even the whole of his life time in sin, is _rare- 
ly, if ever, affected with true repentance in the hour 
of death. 

Good works, although thus necessary, are not me- 
ritorious. Believers must indeed do them, or at 
least have the disposition to do them, if they shall 
ever enter into heaven. But these good works are 
not the procuring cause of their entering into heaven. 
This will appear abundantly obvious from the follow- 
ing considerations. 

1. A work to be meritorious ought to be exclu- 
sively our own. We cannot merit any thing fora 
work done by another. Good works are the fruits 
of the Spirit—gifts of grace. “They are done, as has 
been stated, by strength derived from Jesus Christ. 
Hence, in regard to them, every believer must say 
with Paul, by the grace of God I am what I am. 

2. A work to be meritorious ought not to be a 
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to 


duty : for we can merit nothing in doing our duty. 
Thus our Lord speaks, addressing his disciples, 
and through them all men, when ye shall have done 
all those things which are commanded you, say we 
are unprofitable servants: we have done that which 
it was our duty to do. 

3- There ought to be some comparison between a 
work and its reward, as well as between him who 
does the work, and him who gives the reward. Be- 
tween good works, even martyrdom itself, which is 
the most excellent work of all, and the promised 
glory hereaiter, there 1s not the least proportion. 
The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
believers. 

4. A work to be meritorious ought to be perfect in 
its kind. Where there is sin there can be no merit. 
Our good works are all of them imperfect. Our 
righteousnesses, saith the prophet, are as filthy rags. 

5. The meritorious cause of salvation is unequivo- 
cally declared in Scripture to be the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He was delivered for our offences, and raised. 
for justification. His blood cleanseth from all sin. 
We are justified freely by his grace through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus. A man is not jus- 
tified by the works of the law. In consistency with 
this, saints in glory ascribe their salvation to the Lamb 
who redeemed them out of every nation, kindred, 
and tongue. Thus also, one of whom Paul declares 
that his name was written in the book of life, Cle- 
mens, whose epistle to the Corinthians is of antiqui- 
ty and authority next to the holy Scriptures, expres- 
ses himself. Speaking of Abraham and Isaac, he 
says, ‘‘ These were greatly honoured not for their 
own sakes, or on account of their works, or the 
righteousness which they had wrought, but through 
the will of God: and we in like manner being caiied. 
by his will in Christ Jesus, are not justified by our- 
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selves, neither by our wisdom, knowledge, or piety ; 
nor even by those works which we have performed 
in holiness of heart; but by that faith whereby the 
Almighty has justified all men from the beginning*.” 

What then, it may be asked, is the reason why 
God commands good works? The answer to this 
question 

III. Will now be given. “ These things, saith the 
Apostle, are good and profitable unto men.” 

1. They are good, that is, becoming and excellent 
in themselves, because conformable to the divine law, 
which is perfect, and originating from grace in the 
heart. They are marks of gratitude, proofs of faith, 
evidences of an interest in the covenant of grace. 
They agree with the sincere profession of Christianity, 
which is not an idle or fruitless speculation. Ye 
are a chosen generation, saith the apostie Peter, a roy- 
al priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, that 
you should shew forth the praises of him who hath 
called you from darkness into his marvellous light. 
Faith without works, saith James, is dead. 

They are good or excellent in themselves, be- 
cause they agree with the nature of God and ouy re- 
lation tohim. He is not the author of sin, neither 
does his religion countenance it. It proscribes it in 
the heart, and forbids it in the life. He being holy, we 
must be holy also; we must be fruitful. 

They are good, because they strengthen our faith. 
Hereby we do know that we know hin, saith John, 
if we keep his commandments. 

They are good, because they adorn the profession 
of the Gospel, manifesting its power over the heart and 
the whole life. ‘hey approve themselves, in fine, to 
our understanding and our heart, being agreeable to 
the dictates of right reason, and the correct feelings of 
our souls. 


* Christian Observer, Vol. 1. No. 12. 
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2. They are profitable unto men, either other 
men or ourselves. By them other men, see there is 
a reality in religion, and are constrained to examine 
into its nature eventually, and glorify God. Besides, 
the practice of good works affords an example which 
overawes vice and promotes virtue. It spreads, like 
leaven, a salutary influence over all who see it. 

Those who do good works are themselves pro- 
fited by them. They have the satisfaction arising 
from a consciousness of having sincerely endea- 
voured to do ther duty. They realize the ap- 
probation of a covenant God. Every virtuous prin- 
ciple in them is strengthened. They are enabled 
more successfully to oppose ungodliness, and. to grow 
in grace. They are trained up for the enjoyment of 
God hereafter, by doing his will here. They are, by 
the performance of these works, pressing to the at- 
tainment of an heavenly prize which awaits them, and 
they escape the doom of the unrighteous and unholy. 

Thus, according to the advocates of free grace, 
good works, are such as are done from a principle of 

iritual life, according to the divine law, and for the 
glory of God as well as our own and others happiness. 
‘Fhey are necessary, not because meritorious, but as 
evidences of an interest in Christ, and of our gratitude 
to God for his blessings. They are inseparably 
connected with Christian profession, and must be 
maintained, or we cannot expect to be saved. 

We conclude the explanation by the following illus- 
tration. A prince exalts a poor man from beggary to 
the first honours of his kingdom, and confers on him 
the greatest wealth. This beggar, thus exalted and 
enriched. by royal munificence, builds hospitals and 
alms-houses ; or by. his generosity dissipates human 
wo in other ways, and does what good he can among 
the subjects of his prince. Do these acts merit the 
favour of his prince ? that favour which he already 
enjoys in the possession of honours and wealth ? 
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These acts only testify his gratitude to his prince, and 
his love to his fellow-subjects, by assisting them. 
His prince could not have exalted him for the merit 
of these actions, for he had not done them. Neither 
could the beggar do these actions, unless enabled by 
his prince: and if thus enabled, he could not, con- 
sistently with the favour enjoyed, do otherwise than 
as above stated. ‘Ihe application of this case is ob- 
vious. We are poor and helpless by nature, and can 
do no good works, except enabled by grace. If ene 
abled by grace to do them, they cannot have merited 
that grace; for that grace has produced them : and if 
we have this grace, we cannot but do them: it con- 
strains us, and by them trains us up for heaven. 
(To be continued.) 
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Letters from Mrs. Harriet Backus. 
Canaan, Saturday-night, May 9th. 


I+ is the eve of that sacred day which the Lord 
hath sanctified ; and, Oh! my beloved friend, the 
day in which your unworthy Harriet devotes herself 
publicly to the Lord; that solemn day, in which a 
poor finite worm of the dust, before the Almighty 
Searcher of hearts, angels, and men; professes her 
faith in Christ, and covenants to be his, taking him 
for her portion, and yielding herself up entirely to 
him ; promising, by assistance of his grace, to serve 
him faithfully, to walk soberly, righteously, temper- 
ately, and humbly, in all his institutions ; covenanting 
to forsake all known sin, according to his command- 


ments, and to walk in all the ordinances of the Lord 
blameless, 
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Lord ! can a feeble, helpless worm 
Fulfil a task so hard? 

Thy grace must all the work perform, 
And give the free reward. 


~ Yes, my dear , to-morrow I expect to be, ad-. 

mitted into the happy family, of which our conde- 
scending Saviour has professed himself the head. 
Oh! may it be to continue for ever in that happy 
union, so sweetly described, with those that love 
him ; to be for ever a humble branch of the glorious 
vine ; to be one with Christ, and by him be kept 
through faith unto salvation. ‘*Oh Lord! what 1s 
man, that thou art thus mindful of him; or the 
children of men, that thou shouldest visit them with 
such tender mercy ?”’ 





Sabbath-morning. 
‘ Welcome, sweet day of rest, 


“ That saw the Lord arise ; 
‘© Welcome to this reviving breast, 
“ And these rejoicing eyes.’’ 


Oh! my dear friend, my soul doth magnify the 
Lord, and my spirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour ; 
for he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaid, 
and hath enabled me to sing of his mercy. Rejoice 
with me, my dear , that Iam this day permitted 
to approach the table of the Lord, to commemorate 
his dying love; by faith to be made a partaker of his 
body and blood; and thereby to avouch my rever- 
ence, faith, and love. Pray for me, my friend; pray 
that I may never come unworthily, eating and drink- 
ing judgment to myself. Oh! blessed Redeemer ! 
I plead thy perfect righteousness—I have none of my 
own to offer: a sinful heart, weary and heavy laden 
with guilt, is all the return I can make for thy innume- 
rable mercies. Blessed be thy name, that thou re- 
quirest no more. Clothed with humility, as with a 
garment, I cast myself at thy feet, acknowledging I 
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am unworthy the least of all thy favours; thine is the 
power, and thine be the glory for ever. 


PO 4 Gee 


Canaan, March 13, 1802. 


Ir is the evening of the best of all days, my friend, 
and Harriet has been permitted to enjoy it far beyond 
her deserts. I have visited the sanctuary, and calied 
on the name of the Lord. I have been also to the 
house of mourning, and in the languid countenance 
of a sick fellow-mortal, have had the remembrance 
of my own frailty forcibly renewed. All, ali is vanis 
ty, my , but fearing God and keeping his com- 
mandments, which is the beginning of wisdom. The 
sick person I mentioned is one of our late hopeful 
converts, a young lad of about eighteen; he is now 
confined with a dangerous fever, but I have a hope, 
which is the sweetest of all consolations, that it will 
be Christ for him to live, and gain for him to die. 
Religion may appear futile to the healthy, thoughtless 
sinner ; but trace him to the bed of languishment— 
behold the moment when time is fading from his 
view, and an awful eternity bursting upon his sight 
when the long stifled voice of conscience, that faith- 
ful attendant of the death-bed, breaks in thunders on 
his ear, and where is then his serenity ? where the 
contemptuous smile of hardened impiety ? Alas! it 
has given place to the groan of anguish, and the tear 
of despair ! 

Oh! my friend, that we were wise, that we under- 
stood and would consider our latter end. Can it be, 
that there are any of our species, who do not some- 
times take into consideration the trying hour of death, 
and the different aspect with which that hour appears 
to the Christian and the sinner ? Can they behold the 
one triumphing at the approach of the grim king of 
terrors, crying, Where is thy victory, death? and 
the other wishing the rocks to hide them from the 
presence of the Judge, and not exclaim with Baalam, 


** Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
Voz. IV.—No. V. 2K 
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last end be like his ?”? There are few, I believe, whe 
would rest easy, if they seriously thought the last 
hour would find them unprepared: but away, con- 
victions ! away, repentance! when I have a more 
convenient season, I will send for thee. 

Alas! to-day is so like yesterday—it cheats—we 
take the lying sister for the same—and the last hour 
will come. But, why, some would say, why, H——, 
choose the gloomy subject of death for a letter of 
comfort to your friend? Is death then gloomy ? Is it 
not, my , the momentous era from which the 
believer dates all his joys? Is it not the dawn of hap- 
piness to his soul? the day-break of felicity that 
dispels the night of sin and trials, and ensures an 
eternal day of glory? Oh! when shall we die to 
vanity, pain, death ? when shall we live for ever ? 

I was at Lebanon last sabbath. My dear , it 
would have rejoiced your heart, and, I believe, have 
given it a new spring in the Christian course, to have 
witnessed the transaction I beheld. I saw twenty 
persons present themselves as living sacrifices to the 
Lord. I saw the gray heads bowing to the religion 
of that Jesus they had so long neglected. I saw the 
youth giving glory to his name, and covenanting, now 
in the morning of their days, to be his for ever. And 
your poor, unworthy, sinful Harriet, was allowed to 
join these newly adopted children in commemorating 
a Saviour’s dying love. She, who is unworthy the 
crumbs that fall from the master’s table, was invited 
to the board. I hope to gain new strength. But shall 
I eat bread anew with them in my Father’s king- 
dom ? shall I set down with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob ? Oh, my soul! glorify the riches of that Sa- 
viour, who came to seek and to save that which was 
lost : that grace, through which alone there is hope! 

Truly, my beloved friend, the work at N. Lebanon 
is wonderful. The attention is general. It is a new 
place, a new people. Our family have attended there, 
when perhaps there were near, or quite three hun- 
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dred persons. Let us rejoice, my friend ; indeed we 
must, if we have any communion with heaven; if 
we have any love to the glory of God. 


at ee 
1 Dissertation, in which the evidence for the Authenti- 
city and Divine Inspiration of the Apocalypse is 
stated, and vindicated from the Objections of the late 
Professor J. D. Michaelis; by Joun CuHaApPPEt. 
WoopnovuseE, M. A. 
(Continued from page 207.) 


\ \ FE, have accounts, in ecclesiastical history, of 
several apocalypses or revelations, besides this of St. 
John; of St. Peter, of St. Paul, of St. Thomas, of 
St. Stephen¥. Will these bear any comparison with 
the Apocalypse of St. John? Let our author speak 
of them ; he knew perfectly all that remains of them, 
and was well acquainted with what the ancients have 
delivered concerning those that have perished. ‘‘ The 
spurious productions of those ages, (of the first and 
second century,) which were sent into the world un- 
der the name of Apostles, are, for the most part, very 
unhappy imitations, and discover evident marks that 
they were not written by the persons to whom they 
are ascribedf. 

Fragments of these may be seen in the Codex 
Apocryph. of Fabricius; in Grabe’s Spicilegia ; 
and in Jones’ Canon of the New Testament ; and 
may be compared with the simple and Scriptural dig- 
nity of our Apocalypse. ‘The fathers of the first 
centuries compared them at length, and rejected all 
but this acknowledged work of St. John. And this 
they guarded with so sedulous a care, as to pre- 
serve it, in the main, free from interpolations ; while 
the genuine productions of apostolical men, of Igna- 
tius, Polycarp, &c. are known to have suffered from 
the contact of profane pens. 

* Euseb. H. E. ili. cap. 3. 25. vi. c. 14. Gelasius de Iib. 
Apocryph. 

t Introduct. to N. T. vol. iv. ch. xxvii. sect. 1. 
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Two works of ecclesiastical writers of the first or 
second century, still preserved, and in some degree 
venerated, by our Church or its members, may be 
compared with the Apocalypse.. They are the rivals 
which come nearest to it; they are proximi—longo 
wntervallo. 4 mean the Visions of Hermas, and of 
the apocryphal Esdras. The former contains the re- 
lation of some dreams, which the writer may have 
possibly believed to be real inspiration, or may have 
invented as useful allegory. The imagery of this 
book is borrowed from Scripture, but ina servile 
style of imitation, which indicates no sight or com- 
munication of any original vision. There is nothing 
which makes ‘“ our hearts burn within us,’’ as we 
read. The preceptive and doctrinal parts of this 
book are simple and moral, and were therefore used 
in the ancient Church to initiate youth into religion*, 
But although such an use of the book could not fail 
to spread a prejudice in its favour, it does not appear 
to have been received by the ancients as a divine 
work ; at least it was so received by very fewf. 

The second book of apocryphal Esdras, though 
preserved by our Church among those which may be 
read ‘‘ for instruction, but not to establish doctrinef,”’ 
is convicted, nevertheless, of evident forgery. The 
author has assumed a name and age to which he had 
no title; and his prophecies, which appear fulfilled, 
were evidently written after the events foretold. He 
has ctherwise a superior dignity to Hermas, and imi- 
tates more successfully the sacred prophets. He has 
made great use of the prophecies of the Apocalypse}. 


* Euseb. H. E. lib. iii. c. 3. 
+ See Leland’s Cred. Gosp. art. Hermas, and also vol. viii. 
98. xii. 158, where he speaks with much information and 


learned inquiry, concerning the apocryphal books of the New- 
Testament. 


¢ Articles of Religion, art. vi. 
§ See Mr. Gray’s learned and judicious account of this 
hook. Gray’s Key to the Old Testament. 
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But a particular comparison of the passages in each 
writer would involve us in too long a disquisition. . I 
mention these books, that the reader may compare 
them at his leisure. | 

By the preceding observations we may appear 
fully to have answered the objections to the Apoca- 
lypse, which first proceeded from the Alogi, and was 
afterwards taken up by some of the Church, that not 
St. John, or any Apostle, but that Cerinthus, or some 
false fabricator, was the author of the work*. 

I pass on to the consideration of an objection 
against the Apocalypse, which is also connected with 
its internal evidence; preferred against it in very 
early times, and often repeated even to this day, the 
obscurity of the book. ‘This was the grand stumbling 
block with the ancient Fathers ; and it continues to 
be such with Michaelis, who frequently repeats itt. 

To this general charge of obscurity, a general an- 
swer may be given. How can you expect a series 
of prophecies, extending from the apostolical age to 
the consummation of all things, to be otherwise than 
obscure ? It is the nature of such prophecy to give 
but an imperfect light{, even in the case of prophe- 
cies fulfilled; because the language in which they 
are delivered is symbolical, which, though governed 
by certain rules},-and therefore attainable by the ju- 
dicious among the learned, is, nevertheless, very li- 
able to misconstruction, m rash and unskilful hands. 
But prophecies, yet unfulfilled, are necessarily involv- 
ed in deeper darkness, because the event is wanting 
to compare with the predictien, which of itself is de- 


signedly obscure: “ For God gave sueh predictions 


* Michaelis has shown, from internal evidence, that Ce- 
rinthus could not be its author, p. 469. 

t P. 459. 502, 503. 511. 

$ 2 Pet. i. 19. 1 Pet. i. 10, 11, 12. 

§ See this explained in Bishop Lowth’s Prelections, p. 64, 
70. and in Bishop Hurd’s Sermons on Prophecy. 
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not to gratify men’s curiosity by enabling them to 
foreknow things ; but that after they were fulfilled, 
they might be interpreted by the event, and his own 
providence, not that of the interpreter, be then mani- 
fested thereby to the world*.”’ 

This same objection of obscurity will operate as 
forcibly against many of the prophecies of the Old 
and of the New Testament, as against those of the 
Apocalypse ; particularly the predictions which ap- 
pertain to the /atter dayst. ‘The book of Daniel, 
which has our Saviour’s seal to it{, must be rejected 
with the Apocalypse, if it be a sufficient objection to 
it, that it is yet in many places obscure. 

But with respect to the Apocalypse, Michaelis has 
heiped us to some specious arguments, whereby to 
show hat the difficulties of the book have not yet 
been fairly encountered ; that the men who have at- 
tempted to explain it, have not been possessed of the 
necessary requisites}. ‘To those who entertain this 
opinion, that ‘the prophecies of the Apocalypse 
have not been satisfactorily interpreted,”’ this might 
be a sufficient answer: for by such persons a hope 
may be yet entertained that, as the failure in ex- 
pounding the Apocalypse is to be accounted for, by 
the want of proper qualifications in the expounders, 
this defect may in time be obviated. But the greater 


* Sir Isaac Newton on Daniel, &c. p. 251. 

+ The Jewish Sanhedrim doubted at one time whether they 
should not ‘reject the book of Ezekiel from their Canon of 
Scripture ; and one principal argument of this debate was, 
the extreme obscurity of the book. Calmet’s Dissert. vol. ii. 
p. 369. Sir Isaac Ne€ion argues otherwise concerning the 
Apocalypse ; he argues from internal evidence, that “ it is a 
part of this prophecy, that it should not be understoed before 
the last age of the world; and therefore it makes for the 
credit of the prophecy, that it is not yet understood.” Sir I. 
Newton on Prophecy, ch. i. p. 251. 

¢ Matt. xxiv. 15. 

§ P. 505—511. 
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part of learned Christians who have applied them. 
selves to the study of the Apocalypse, are not of this 
opinion. They are persuaded that a part of these 
prophecies have received their completion. But if 
that were not the case, if no such conviction were 
obtained ; surely they would not be justified in re- 
jecting a book so authenticated as divine merely be- 
cause they do not yet understand it. If such had 
been the rash proceedings of the Primitive Fathers 
of the Church, we should not at this time have pos- 
sessed the book. But it has pleased divine Provi- 
dence to preserve it to us, and, if we cannot yet un- 
derstand it, it is our duty to deliver it to the studies 
of posterity. 

We cannot know what ages of Christianity are yet 
to come ; in what manner the predictions of the book 
may yet be fulfilled ; nor what portion of the Divine 
Spirit, or of human knowledge, may be yet granted 
to explain it. The prophecies, now dark, may, to 
future generations, become “a shining light,’ and 
the apocalyptical predictions, rendered clear by their 
completion, serve as an impregnable bulwark of 
Christian faith, during the later ages of the militant 
Church. Difficulties are found in the abstruser parts 
of every kind of speculative knowledge. Every 
study has its dark recesses, not hitherto penetrable by 
human wit or industry. These apocalyptical pro- 
phecies are among the deeper speculations in the 
study of divinity. And are we to be surprised, that 
man meets with difficulties here ; man, whose bold, 
prying insolence is checked in the paths of every 
science, by the incomprehensible greatness of the 
works of God! 

We may, therefore, conclude, that no just cause 
has been assigned to induce us to reject the Apoca- 
lypse ; but that many good reasons, arising from in- 
ternal evidence, and concurring with the forcibie ar- 
guments drawn from the testimonies of the ancients, 
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require us to receive it asa book of divine inspira: 
tion :—-But whether as the work of John the Apostle 
and Evangelist, will be the subject of inquiry in the 
next chapter. 

(To be continued.) 


REVIE W. 


ED + Gpmerne 


A full length Portrait of Calvinism. By an old 
fashioned Churchman. The second edition, with 
additions and corrections. New-York, T. & J. 
Swords, 1809. pp. 55. 12mo. 


(Continued from page 212.) 


W E have compared the old fashioned Church. 
‘man in his attack upon what he calls Calvinism, to 
the Knight of La Mancha in his attack upon those 
objects whichhe thought giants. Before we proceed to 
the proof of the correctness of the comparison, we wish 
the reader’s attention to be for a moment directed to 
the prefatory address. After stating that an edition 
of twelve hundred copies had been sold in a few 
weeks, and that his friends wished a second edition 
to be given to the public, he adds, ‘‘ Another reason 
for this impression. is, that some have said, they did 
not believe Calvin is fairly quoted: or, if he is, that 
a wrong sense of his words is given in the transla- 
tion. The proper answer to such objections is, 
Search for yourselves.” | He thinks, moreover, 
that because no one has been at the pains of 
exposing him before, therefore, “ it may be fair- 
ly presumed, that nothing like it can be done.” His 
reasoning on this subject is not unlike that of which 
the wise man speaks: ‘* Because sentence against 











Review.—Portrait of Calvinism. 265 


an, evil work..is not executed speedily, therefore the 
hearts of the sons. of men is fully set in them to do 
evil*.”’. Delighted with the idea that he has silenc- 
ed effectually the advocates of Calvinism by this 
imaginary Minerva of his brain, he proceeds: “* The 
author was indeed fully sensible that the snowing 
ones among the Calvinists would take some short 
method to prevent the Portrait from making an im- 
pression upon the minds of those who are disposed, 
but not guzte at liberty, to think for themselves: and 
no method could have been shorter, than to say, 
“ Calvin is misquoted or mistranslated.’? What 
the next shift will, be, it is not easy to say: perhaps 
to make the Old fashioned Churchman himself a Cal- 
vinist, as they have made Porteus, Daubeny, and Ro- 
theram, Calvinists.” P. iv. Who the snowing Calvin- 
asts are that have claimed these respectable Arminian 
Divinesas one in sentiment with them, we know not: 
nor do we desire to know ; for though we might re- 
spect them for the qualities of their hearts, we must 
judge the furniture of their minds to be despicable. 
But, verily, that Calvinist who would undertake 
to make the Old fashioned Churchman himself a 
Calvinist, must be like Hudibras, who | 


Was in logic a great critic, 

Profoundly skilled in analytic : 

He could distinguish, and divide 

A hair ’twixt south and south-west side : 
On either which he would dispute, 
Confute, change hands, and still confute. 


As we despair to see such a genius during our 
days, we do not hesitate to sing a reguiem to the ap- 
prehensions of our author. Peace to his troubled 
bosom! We would as soon expect the grand Lama of 
Thibet, or one of his priests to become Calvinists.— 
Besidesthe sentiments he avows in this pamphlet, there 

* Fecles, viii. 11. 


Vor. IV.~No. V. 2i, 
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are two very powerful reasons why we should demur 
to claim him as one of us. The one 1s, the want of cor- 
rect reasoning which he discovers in his work ; and 
the other, the unfair manner in which he has quoted 
writers. We say unfair, as the softest term, but 
shall be constrained, we fear, to use a harsher phrase 
before we end. For though such unfairness may be 
considered as admissible by our Anti-Calvinistic 
brethren, we Calvinists, according to our old fash- 
toned ideas, consider it dishonest. And as we do not 
desire to fall under the threatened wo which the pro. 
phet denounces*, we shall, without ceremony, call 
evil by its appropriate name, evil. Never having 
embraced the scheme of morals which a dignitaryt 
in the Apostolic Church, as it is called, has publish- 
ed, we cannot but think, notwithstanding his opinion 
to the contrary, that every deviation from truth, where 
it is designed, is a falsehood ; and, as such, merits 
exposure. 

We proceed to prove, that this portrait, as it is call- 
ed, is a caricature ; and, as such, does not exhibit the 
Calvinism either of individuals or of churches. We 
shall arrange our remarks under the three following 
heads : 

1. Quotations from Calvinistic Writers, and Con. 
fessions. 

2. Quotations from the Scriptures. 

3. Quotations from the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, and assertions concerning some of her 
chief reformers, and also concerning Melancthon. 

We shall not merely examine the correctness of 
the quotations, but also the correctness of the reason- 
ing which accompanies them. 

1. We begin with quotations from Calvinistic 
Writers and Confessions. : 

In making them, our author has not acted quite as 


* Isaiah v. 20. © + Dr. Paley, Book III. Chap. 15. 
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scholar-like as his address to the reader would natu- 
rally lead us to expect. We shall have cause to 
complain, in more instances than one, of the utter 
want of correctness in the references. Nay, many 
of the quotations are unaccompanied by any referen. 
ces. ‘ Search for yourselves,’ says the Churchman, 
but he has given no information where we must 
search. We have, however, found all the quotations 
he makes from Calvin, as we happen to be somewhat 
acquainted with his writings; especially his Insti- 
tutes. Wewill therefore direct our readers, who 
may choose to search for themselves, where they may 
find the passages, that they may judge between us 
and ‘* this uncircumcised Philistine who defieth the 
armies of the living God.’” 

The first quotation, to exhibit the Portrait, is pro- 
fessedly taken from the Institutes of Calvin, the 
third book, and fourth section. We found the 
chapter to be the twenty-third. The Latin words are 
correctly given in the note, and correctly translated : 
but not a little mistake has been committed by the 
Churchman, by calling these words Calvin’s. ‘They 
are in Calvin’s Institutes, it is true ; but they are no 
more Calvin’s words, than the words of the Devil to 
¥.ve, ‘ You shall not die,’ which we find in the Scrip- 
tures, are the words of an inspired writer. They 
are the words of those, who, like the ‘ Old fashion- 
ed Churehman,’ are enemies of Calvinism. Can 
you believe it, reader, that a person who had ever 
seen Calvin’s Institutes, could thus blunder? If 
our author has seen the work, a disordered fancy, a 
Calvino-phobia must have made him the exact coun- 
terpart of that famed Sir Knight, who, 


As occasion serv’d, would quote ; 
No matter whether right or wrong. 





We now quote the whole passage, beginning with 
section 4th of the 23d chapter, of the 3d book.— 
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‘«¢ Again, they,” 1. e. the opposers of Calvin’s senti- 
ments, of whom he speaks in the 3d Sect. “ again 
they except; were they, (i. e. the reprobate,) not 
predestinated by the decree of God to that corruption 
which now is alleged as the cause of their damna- 
tion? When, therefore, they perish in their cor- 
ruption, they do nothing but suffer the punishment 
of that misery, into which, by his, (God's) pre- 
destination, Adam fell, and drew his posterity head- 
long with him*. Is not he, therefore, unjust, who 
doth so cruelly mock his creatures ?’’—A part of 
this objection is only quoted in the pamphlet and 
the following inference drawn from it :—‘* Con- 
sequently, Adam’s eating the forbidden fruit was the 
necessary, unavoidable effect of the divine deeree ; 
and therefore was not a sin, but pure, formal, com- 
mendable obedience.”” ‘Thus speaketh the Church- 
man, bringing false accusations against his brethren. 
Let us now see what the venerable Reformer of Ge- 
neva says. ‘* I grant,” such is his answer immedi- 
ately following the quotation already given, ‘ I grant, 
indeed, that all the children of Adam, by the will of 
God, have fallen into this state of misery, wherein 
they are now bound; and this is what I said at the 
beginning, that we must finally, always return to 
the determination of the will of God, the cause 
whereof is hidden in himself. . But it does not, there- 
fore follow, that God 1s subject to this slander,”’ viz. 
the preceding objection, a part of whichthe Churchman 
has quoted as Calvin’s words. He then proceeds to 
show, that no unrighteousness can be attached to God; 
that the reason of the righteousness of God is higher 
than to be measured by the measure of man, or com- 
prehended by the smallness. of human ingenuity. In 
Sect. 5, he shows that it isno part of our duty to 
ask a reason for God’s will; the mere fact of any 
thing being God’s will, making it is righteous. In 


* The words in Italics are those quoted by the Churchman. 
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Sect. 8, he asks, ‘‘ Whence then cometh this depra- 
vity in man, to fall away from God ? Lest it should 
be thought to flow from creation, God, by his com- 
mendation, approved of the works of his hand. 
Therefore by his own wickedness, he, i. e. man, cor- 
rupted that nature which he received pure from the 
Lord, and by his fall drew his whole posterity with 
him into destruction. Wherefore, let us rather be- 
hold the manifest cause of damnation, in the corrup- 
tion of mankind which is nearer to us, than search 
for one hidden, and to us incomprehensible, in the 
predestination of God.”’ In perfect consistency with 
this, Calvin says, Book IT. chap. 3. sect. 5. quoting 
Augustine with approbation, Therefore, let this 
important distinction be kept in view, that man, since 
he is corrupted by the fall, sinneth indeed willingly, 
not against his will, or compelled ; by a most intense 
affection of mind, and not by violent force ; by mo- 
tion of his own lust, and not by external constraint : 
yet such is the nature of his depravity that he cannot 
but be moved and driven to sin.” 

From these extracts, the reader can judge, whether 
the Churchman’s inference, already quoted, be fairly 
drawn, or honourably stated. Since the premises from 
which itis drawn are not Calvin’s, but those of his 
opponents, our author ought to have said so; and 
since Calvin has most studiously guarded fis view 
of predestination against such an inference, our 
author ought, in conscience and of right, to have 
shown, if he could, that the reasoning used was in- 
conclusive, and therefore the inference valid. But 
this did not suit his purpose. He would then have 
been under the necessity of making a true quotation, 
and of reasoning correctly from the quotation; the 
consequence of which would have been too favour- 
able to Calvinism for his Anti-Calvinistic prejudices. 
After the inference abovementioned, he adds, p. 6. 
“ And yet the Scripture represents Adam’s act as. 
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displeasing to the Almighty, and the cause of al! our 
wo’’—as if Calvin represented the matter differently. 
But he does not. ‘The insinuation is absolutely un- 
founded. | 

In book II. chap. 1. sect. 4. of the Institutes, 
Adam’s act is called *‘ a detestable wicked act, which 
God so severely punished ;”” and in the same section, 
it is said, ‘‘ 1f apostacy be a filthy and detestable of- 
fence, by which man draweth himself from the alle- 
giance of his Creator, yea, outrageously shaketh off 
his yoke, then, z¢ is but vain to extenuate the sin of 
Adam.” Inthe same chapter, from the 5th to the 
11th section, Adam’s sin is exhibited at full length as 
the cause of all our wo. 

The other quotations are correctly given as it re- 
spects words, but disjointed in their connexion, so 
as to convey a meaning different from that which the 
author intended, and has actually avowed, in other 

arts of his writings. There area few instances we 
shall particularly adduce. 

The first is, the reference to Calvin’s tract on 
eternal predestination, which is in the note to the 
first quotation. This tract is about forty pages 


folio, two columns to a page, closely printed.— 
The extract is hardly a line, taken from the midst 


of a long sentence. ‘This sentence is contained 
in a series of remarks explanatory of the end for 
which God made man, in reply to the objections of 
Pizhius. In the course of these remarks, Caivin makes 
the distinction, before quoted from his Institutes, be- 
tween the proximate and remote cause of the sinner’s 
destruction. He proves, that the same objection 
which is made to the decree of reprobation, even if 


that be rejected, will be valid against the doctrine of 


original sin. ‘* For impiety will object to God,” 


he says, ‘‘ Why did not Adam sin for himseli, so 
that he alone should be punished 2 Why heth he 
involved us, who have not deserved i, in his m1s- 
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fortune? Nay, what right has God to transfer the 
punishment of the guilt of another upon us? The 
objection,” he observes, “‘ is made to a fact which 
none can deny, that a deadly wound has been inflict- 
ed upon all on account of the sin of one man.” He 
closes his observations with the sentence from whence 
the extract 1s taken, which will be given in italics. 
‘“« Tf then it appears ‘evidently that the beginning of 
destruction commenced with Adam, and that every 
one finds the more immediate cause of it in himself, 

what hinders our faith from adoring at a distance with 
decent reverence the secret counsel of God, by which 
the fall of man was ordained ; and also from contem- 
plating, what appears nearer to us, the whole race of 
man in the person of Adam as bound in the guilt of 
eternal death, and thus obnoxious to death? There- 
fore Pighius did not, as he thought, discuss that excel- 
lent and beautiful symmetry by which the more remote 
and more immediate causes agree among one an- 
other.” 

The reader will observe, that the words marked in 
Italics, are quoted by the Churchman, as if they 
contained by themselves a distinct meaning of this 
kind; viz. that Calvin’s view of the secret counsel 
of God was of such a nature, ‘‘ that Adam’s eating 
the forbidden fruit was the necessary effect of the 
divine decree; and therefore was not a sin, bué 
ture, formal, and commendable obedience.” We have 
already shown, by extracts from the Institutes, that 
Calvin guards against such conclusions ; and this 
extract, from the tract on predestination, contains si- 
milar cautions. The conclusions, therefore, are ex- 
clusively the Churchman’s, and hej 1S answ erable for 
them. ‘The premises from which he draws them are 
sufficiently guarded, to prevent an honest man from 
mistaking them. ‘The conclusions are, therefore, the 
result of ignorance or design, and in either case are 
unwarranted. 


(To be continued.} 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


DOMESTIC. 


Annual Report of the Board of Directors to the 
New-York Missionary Society, 


Presented and Approved March 25, 1811. 
———D +o 


THE returning period of the Society’s annual meeting, calls 
upon every member to review his efforts for the promotion 
of the Gospel during the year past; to retrace the dealings 
of God in his providence; to rejoice in his smiles; and to 
bow in submission, and adore, where his ways are inscru- 
table. 

The propriety of these observations will, it is apprehended, 
be clearly evinced by the following narrative. 

It has, for some years, been an object of solicitude with 
the Directors, to enlarge their field of Missionary labours. 
In the pursuit of this object, and with a single eye, as they 


‘trust, to the glory of the Redeemer, they have confided in 


the great Head of the Church, for the provision of means 
adequate to the end. 

Experience has convinced them, that the generous sup- 
porters of the Association, were equally anxious for the ex- 
tension of the Redeemer’s kingdom : and the great complaint, 
issuing from almost every mouth, was, that too little was 
done, and that the liberality of individuals was not recipro- 
cated by correspondent exertions on the part of the Di- 
rectors. — 

To these complaints the Directors can only reply, that 
their course must be pointed out by divine Providence; that 
they can proceed no faster in the execution of their trust, 
than the dispensations of an all-wise, and all-seeing God per- 
mit; and, that it is their business to employ the means 
wherewith he has furnished them according to their best 
judgment, and with an humble and ready submission to his 
divine will. 

They trust that, in retracing the events of last year, it will 
be found they have not been deficient in the performance of 
the duty allotted to them. 
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' In the month of April last, soon after the annual meeting 
df the Society, an application, accompanied by a liberal offer 
of subsistence, was made to a Minister of the Gospel, of good 
standing in the Church of God, who expressed a great de- 
sire of being employed in the Missionary vineyard, and who 
was at that time disengaged from any tie to a particular con- 
gregation. This application was well received, and the Direc- 
tors were encouraged to hope for success. Their hopes were, 
however, eventually disappoimted. Determined to pursue, with 
unremitting diligence, an object they had so much at heart, 
they immediately made a similar offer to another respectable 
Preacher, whose peculiar situation appeared to warrant the 
proposal ; but were a second time disappointed. The last 
mentioned gentleman, however, zealous for the promotion of 
the Missionary cause, recommended to the notice of the Di- 
rectors the Reverend John Alexander, a minister of the Gos- 
pel, regularly ordained, and of about forty years of age, as a 
suitable person to undertake the charge of a Mission among 
the Senecas; to which nation the views of the Directors had 
been for some time turned. Jabez B. Hyde was in the same 
manner introduced to the knowledge of the Board, and pro- 
posed as a proper character to instruct the Indian youth. 

Applications were immediately made to these gentlemen; 
and the acceptance of Mr. Hyde was announced by letter. 
Mr. Alexander, in conformity with the request of the Direc- 
tors, arrived in this city in February last, and had a special 
interview with a Committee appointed for that purpose. This 
Committee, after the fullest and most faithful examination they 
were able to make, both of his Christian and Ministerial qua- 
lifications, reported to the Board, their decided and unani- 
mous opinion, that Mr. Alexander was a person proper to 
be employed in the proposed Mission. 

His appointment and acceptance were the immediate conse- 
quences. The event must be committéd into the hands of 
the Supreme disposer of all events, who opens, and none can 
shut ; anc who shutteth, and none can open: and whose pro- 
tection is ensured to his Church and people, by many gracious 
and infallible promises. 

The Directors have the consolation of having employed 
every precaution which the nature of the case would admit, 
to avoid the danger of a rash and inconsiderate engagement ; 
and after so many abortive attempts, desire to bless the Lord, 
that so far he has been pleased to countenance their endea- 
vours for the advancement of his kingdom. 

The salary allowed to the Reverend John Alexander, is 


four hundred dollars; and that to Mr. Hyde, the Teach- 
No. 1V.—-No. V. 2M 
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er, three hundred dollars per annum. That time and oppor- 
tunity may be given for a full trial of their qualifications 
for their respective offices, and that they may be able to de- 
termine, with some degree of precision, whether they can ac- 
commodate themselves, with a prospect of usefulness to the 
stations assigned them, the term of the contract between these 
gentleman and the Directors is for a year. 

The expenses of Mr. Alexander’s visit to this city, and of 
his removal to Buffaloe, together with the charge of trans- 
porting Mr. Hyde and his family thither, the Board have 
agreed to pay, and have appropriated a sum of money which 
they deemed sufficient for the accomplishment of these ob- 
jects. 

A few spelling books, and other small books, together with 
writing implements, for the use of Schools, have been pur- 
chased, and forwarded by the hands of Mr. Alexander. A 
set of instructions has been drawn up for the direction of both 
the preacher and teacher, as a general guide for their con- 
duct. A letter to the Rev. Andrew Gray, another to Nicho- 
las Cusick, and a recommendation to the patronage of Eras- 
tus Granger, Esq. Superintendant of the Indian affairs, have 
been prepared and transmitted by Mr. Alexander, together 
with an Address to the Suchems, Head Men, and Warriors 
of the Seneca nation. 

These measures were supposed necessary to facilitate the 
introduction of Mr. Alexander into the nation, and to prepare 
them for receiving his ministrations, as an Ambassador of 
Christ, with civility and friendship. 

As an adaitional inducement to their reception of the Gos- 
pel, the Senecas have been informed, that the Rev. Mr. Alex- 
ander, and Mr. Hyde, will give them advice and directions 
on the subject of AEOETS, on which they are anxious for 
instruction, 

it must not be dissembled, that after all the precautions 
which have been taken, there are many obstacles to be over- 
come. The Seneca nation has hitherto perversely rejected 
the Gospel ; and in this rejection, their false prophet has en- 
couraged and confirmed them: but the Lord has promised to 
remove mountains, when they stand in the way of his Gospel. 
In this confidence, the Directors have engaged in the work, 
and in the strength of the Lord, they mean to prosecute it. 

Siace the last annual meeting of the Society, two of the na- 
tives have been received into the full communion with the 
Church at Tuscarora. These offered four children to bap- 
tism ; four children were presented to baptism by another 
member ; and three of the grand-children of Sacharissa, were 
also admitted to a participation in the same ordinance. 
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» This is all the addition the Church has received. 

The conduct of the professing part of the nation is uni- 
form and consistent with the Christian character. A weekly 
prayer-meeting has been instituted, to which the members 
pay strict attention. By the medium of this prayer-meeting, 
the Missionary becomes particularly acquainted with the 
state of his little flock. Some of those who are not in Church- 
membership, occasionally attend the prayer meeting Last 
autumin the Lord’s supper was administered to eight white 
persons, and seven of the natives. Two of the latter, who are 
members, pleading the unprepared state of their minds, did 
not attend the ordinance. The white persons were admitted 
as occasional communicants. 

The number of adult natives, who generally attend the 
preaching of-the word, amounts to sixty or seventy. Al- 
though all these have not been admitted into fellowship with 
the Church, they have abandoned the absurdities of pagan 
idolatry, and steadfastly wait upon the ordinances of public 
worship. 

The opposition of the pagans, who compose about half the 
nation, was last summer and autumn unusually great. Eve- 
ry attempt to visit the nation, from house to house, had proved 
abortive ; and idle pretences were set up, to elude the pro- 
posals of the Missionary; but lately, blessed be God, the 
hearts of the natives have been opened to the admission of 
the Minister into their houses. Mr. Gray, accompanied by 
S.uchurissa, has visited every pagan family in the nation, with- 
eut the smallest opposition. 

~This event caused Sacharissa to exclaim with rapture, 
@ this assuredly is the work of God.” 

The result has been, a more general attendance on the 
preaching of the word, so that the audience sometimes 
now amounts to near one hundred persons. A wide door 
being thus opened to the Gospel, gives reasonable hopes ot a 
more abundant ingathering of souls to the Lord Jesus. 

The goodness of the Lord, in providing a more extensive 
field of usefulness to our Missionary, calls for the most sin- 
ecre and earnest acknowledgments from all that love the 
Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth, and will, of course, encou- 
rage them to wrestle at the throne of grace, that this merci- 
fui dispensstion may not be ineffectual. 

Two opinions, which appear to have taken deep root in 
the minds of the Indians, greatly obstruct the progress of the 
Gospel among them. They cannot comprehend the neces- 
sity of a Mediator, which is a fundamental article of the 
Christian faith, and enters into the yery essence ef the reit- 
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gion of Christ; and they conceive that the Creator’has as- 
signed te each description of men, their different modes of 
life, and different forms of worship, and has ordained that 
each species should embrace and retain the mode prescribed 
and transmitted to them by their forefathers. 

To the white people, Mr Gray preaches on the evening of 
every Sabbath. His audience is considerable, and among 
them are a number of the Lord’s people, whose hearts over- 
flow with gratitude for the opportunity thus afforded them 
in the wilderness, of attending upon the preached word. 

From the applications made by many of the white people 
for admission into church-membership, we draw the grate- 
ful conclusion, that the Gospel has not been preached to them 
in vain. 

The School among the Tuscaroras has not yet attained to 
a prosperous state. The teacher, though a pious man, has, 
through bodily infirmity, been found incapable of conducting 
the institution with advantage, and has, of course, in the most 
tender and affectionate manner, been dismissed from the ser- 
vice of the Society. 

Great pains have been taken to procure a proper character 
to succeed him, and different means employed without effect. 
The Directors have been constrained for the present to au- 
thorize Mr. Gray to engage some person to perform the du- 
ty of a teacher. 

The pious and indefatigable Paul Cuffee, the field of whose 
labour extends upwards of seventy miles from east to west, has 
changed the place of his residence, and removed to Montauk. 
The destitute situation of the people in that vicinity, and other 
providential circumstances, determined the mind of Paul, to 
whom the place of his residence is unimportant, provided he 
may fill up the remainder of his life to the glory ef God, and 
with usefulness to men. 

This faithful servant of Christ had, for some time, deemed 
himself an unprofitable servant, and was apprehensive that 
he had laboured in vain. His prospects have at length 
brightened. 

In the middle of March, 1809, attention to religion within 
the bounds of his charge became more serious and solemn, 
both among the white peeple and people of colour. The 
places of public worship were crowded ; and the fruits of the 
Spirit were manifest in the general reformation which en- 
sued. T'wenty-two persons, he has reason to believe, were 
savingly converted. Lhose who, at that period, made a pro- 
fession of the truth, have adhered with steadiness to their pro- 
fession. But one instance of apostacy has appeared. And 
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the use of spirituous liquors has much diminished within the 
bounds of his charge. 

There were then 63 communicants belonging to the con- 
eregations under his care: at Islip 20, at Puspatock 16, at 
Coldspring 15, and at Montauk 12. 

By a letter from Paul, dated February 28th, 1811, itappears 
that three of the members at Islip have removed; but that not¢ 
withstanding, the aggregate number under his charge have 
increased by additions at Puspatock and Coldspring. At thes’ 
two places, particularly at Puspatock, numbers appear to be 
under powerful convictions ; and the heart of the Preacher is 
filled with animation and joy, in the prospect of another re- 
vival. This humble Ambassador of Christ expresses a high 
degree of gratitude for the aid afforded him by the Board, 
which has enabled him to read, meditate, and study ; and to 
pay much greater attention to the scattered people under his 
care; and he earnestly solicits the prayers of the Society fora 
bléssing on his labours. He sometimes preaches four times 
in one week ; and his people, especially at Puspatock, instead 
of wasting their precious time in drinking, dancing, and ca- 
rousing, have, many of them, become the subjects of divine 
grace, and now place their chief delight in the service and 
worship of that God who has extended unmerited mercy to 
their souls. 

There are so many societies of different descriptions en- 
gaged in promoting the interests of the Redeemer, both in 
this country and in Europe, that the very mention of their de- 
signations would occupy a greater space than can be allotted 
to them in this Report. 

During the last year, the Board of Directors have received 
communications from the Netherland Missionary Society ; 
from the Hampshire and Northern Missionary Societies, and 
from the London Missionary Society. ‘The last of these, has 
carried its labours to the four quarters of the earth, with va- 
rious success, and at an immense expense. 

Some account of their labours, and of the exertions of the 
Hampshire and Northern Missionary Societies, may be seen 
in the Christian’s Magazine, to which every member of this 
Society has access. It is, therefore, needless to repeat the 
proceedings of these different associations in this report. 

The resources of this Society are principally drawn, at pre- 
sent, from collections made in the Churches connected with 
it. In making these collections, there has, for two years 
past, been a degree of remissness, which, if not speedily cor- 
rected, must paralyze the efforts of the Board. The Direc- 
tors have ne coercive power; they can only prefer their so- 
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licitations for a voluntary donation ; and are confident nea 
thing more will be necessary for the attainment of the ob- 
ject than a simple notification. The Treasurer has accord- 
ingly been directed annually to call up this subject to the re- 
membrance of the different congregations, that provision 
may be made for remedying the defect. 

The substance of God’s children, as well as their persons, 
is dedicated to their Lord and Master; and a conviction 
that the call is necessary, is sufficient to awaken their libe- 
rality. 

The generosity of the Assistant New-York Missionary So- 
ciety claim the warmest acknowledgments of the Board. 
They have testified the sincerity of their profession, by pre- 
senting to this Society, as a voluntary contribution, for the 
last year, the sum of five hundred and eight dollars and thirty 
cents, for the advancement of the Kingdom of Christ, and the 
extension of Missionary exertions. 

Our thanks are also due to the Presbyterian Youths’ As- 
sistant Missionary Society, for a donation of fifty-five doilars, 
paid by them into the treasury of this Society, to promote its 
purposes. 

The Treasurer’s account will exhibit a view of the receipts 
and disbursements of the Society for the year past; which 
will show the necessity of additional resources, to enable the 
Board to execute their plans with a reasonable hope of suc- 
cess. ; 

By order of the Board of Directors. 
P. WILSON, Sec’ry. 


ED + Gem 


Officers and other Directors of the NEW-YORK MISSIONARY SO- 
CIETY, elected at the late annual meeting for the ensuing year. 


Rev. Dr. JOHN M. MASON, President. 

Rev. Dr. JOHN B. ROMEYN, Vice-President. 

Rev. Mr. JAMES M MATHEWS, Secretary. 7 
Mr. DIVIE BETHUNE, ‘7T'reaswrer. 

Mr. JOHN E. CALDWELL, Clerk. 


OTHER DIRECTORS. 


Rev. Dr. SAMUEL MILLER, Mr. JESSE BALDWIN, 

Rev. Dr. JOHN N. ABEEL, Mr. RICHARD DURYEE, 
Rev. Dr. PHILIP MILLEDOLER, Mr. ROBERT GOSMAN, 

Rev. Mr. CHRISTIAN BORK, Mr ZECHARIAH LEWIS, 
Rev. Mr. JOHN SCHUREMAN, Mr. JOHN MILLS, 

Rev. Mr JACOB BRODHEAD, Mr. ANTHONY POST, 

Rev. Mr GARDINER SPRING, Mr. HENRY RANKIN, 
PETER WILSON, L. L. D. Mr. JOHN STOUTENBURGH,, 
Dr. THOMAS BOYD, Mr. WILLIAM WHITLOCK. 
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The followng Character of Mrs. A. G. D. is taken 
from a small pamphlet published in Newburyport, 
in the course of the last year. We presume it wilt 
be interesting and edifying to the pious reader. 


Her natural disposition was amiable; her youthful de- 
portment, pleasant and engaging. But.it was not till about 
the age of nineteen, that her mind was impressed with the 
worth and importance of religion. Then she was led to see 
and lament that all her previous pursuits had been vanity ; 
and that she had lived without hope, and without God in the 
world. An affecting sense of the guilt and danger of such 
a life, divested the world of its charms, and filled her mind 
with anxieties the most painful. The change became mani- 
fest to her friends. One of them. questioning her on the 
subject, she could only reply, “ I feel that I have a soul ;” 
and burst into tears. As light and conviction increased, she 
became sensible, to use her own expressions, “* of a deprav- 
ed nature, prone to evil, and averse from every thing good ;”* 
ofa heari * especially opposed to the plan of salvation in 
the Gospel ;”’—* an opposition which,” she felt, * Almighty 
power alone could subdue.” Her mental distress was long 
and severe; her health sunk under the burden; and she 
seemed, at times, on the brink of absolute despair. At 
length, mercy dawned upon her: mind, and a ray of hope 
was enkindled in her heart. It‘is remarkable, that her first 
relicf was gained during a storm of lightning and thunder. 
The power and majesty of Jehovah were brought near ; and 
she found she could contempkte them without terror - She 
felt herself in the hands of a present Ged. and it was plea- 
sant to be there. From this period, her health gradually re- 
turned ; and her mind, calm and peaceful, tasted the conso- 
lations of a Saviour’s love. 

After a considerable time, she publicly owned her Saviour, 
and united herself to his people in the bonds of the gospel 
covenant. With what solemnity and affection this interest- 
ing act was performed, appears from the following passages, 
which were penned im niediatély afterward ; : 

“ Great and glorious God! Wilt thou, in infinite mercy, 
ratify in heaven, what I hope I have been enabled by thy 
grace, to do in sincerity on earth. Wilt thou be pleased to 
accept my poor, worthless, sinful self, and prepare me to 
glorify thee, here on earth. I am entirely unable to do any 
sood thing and if left to myself, I must sink and fall. But 
O, for thy mercy’s sake, keep me from dishonouring thy se 
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cred name and cause. QO, I would rather, if it be thy will, 
depart from earth this night, wilt thou but receive my de- 
parted spirit, than be left to wound the cause of the dear 
Redeemer ;—and his cause I shall surely wound, unless thou 
art pleased to take all my work into thy hands. O, my 
heart and soul beg for thy Holy Spirit to dwell in me, to 
enable me both to will and to do of thy good pleasure. O 
lead and guide me in the way everlasting; and keep me 
from falling, I intreat for Jesus Christ’s sake, whois wor- 
thy all praise. 

“ © let me realize how entirely unworthy I am of the 
least of all mercies; and help me to adore and admire thy 
mysterious mercy and goodness, in allowing me to enjoy 
such rich privileges. O give me a thankful heart, that I 
may improve them to thy honour and glory.” 

On the morning of the following sabbath, she writes 
thus: : 

“« O let thy goodness awaken my stupid soul; and wilt 
thou assist me by the influences of thy spirit, while I at- 
tempt to meditate on thy great and mysterious love, which is 
to be celebrated this day. O, wilt thou permit such a vile 
and polluted creature to approach thy house, and thy table ? 
May I too taste thy dying love, who am the worst and least ? 
O, I am overcome with love divine. 


Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
Tis all that I can do.” 


On the evening of the same day, she writes: 

“© What shall I say? I am lost in astonishment while me- 
ditating on the mysteries of the day. Instead of being cut 
down and consumed, I, a guilty, polluted, hell-deserving 
sinner, have been permitted to wait on the Lord at his table ; 
and though all unworthy the smallest crumb of mercy, (well 
may I stand amazed !) I have been fed with children’s bread. 
O, what marvellous love and condescension! Lord, instead 
of destroying me, thou hast fed me with thine own flesh.” 

Her sacred profession was substantiated and adorned by her 
succeeding life. Though her external conduct had before 
been blameless, it assumed quite anew aspect. Other ob- 
jects occupied her mind. Other pursuits engrossed her at- 
tention. ‘(he sweet and heavenly spirit of religion breathed 
in her soul, beamed from her countenance, and gave a charm 
to her whole deportment. 

_An adoring and affectionate sense of the Deity dwelt ha- 
bitually on her mind His word was her constant compan- 
ion. His house and ordinances were her supreme delight. 
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With gratitude and submission, she recognized his fatherly 
hand in her mercies, and her trials) To speak of his auanke 
lencies and his love, was her joy; ; and still more, to pour 
out her full heart before his throne, in prayer and praise. 

By frequent and familiar intercourse with heaven,. her 
mind was unusually abstracted from the world. She seem- 
ed like an inhabitant of another region. There her thoughts, 
her desires, and her affections habitually found repose. 

Her humility was especially conspicuous. “ O for a meek 
and lowly spirit; an humble and contrite heart!’’ these 
and similar expressions constantly occur in her writings.— 
“© Q, if I may be but a hewer of wood, or drawer of water 
in thy cause, and for thy people, I will praise thy name for 
ever.” Elsewhere, she thus writes to a friend; “ Pray for 
me, that I may have that humble, broken, contrite heart. 
which bows submissive to the will of heaven. O that I 
might get low in the vale of humiliation, where sweet peace, 
and humble hope, and heavenly joy are only to be found !— 
There, my dear, may we dwell together; and leave our 
cares at the footstool of His mercy, who shines on the dear 
valley with beams of divine compassion !” 

Of the delights and sympathies of friendship, she was ex- 
quisitely susceptible. Her intimate friends were not a few ; 
but she gave her whole heart toeach of them. Her soul 
was made up of gentle and generous sensibilities. In a de- 
gree very unusual, she was capable of forgetting herself, in 
her feelings for others. Itis worthy of notice, that when 
her thoughts fixed upon the blessedness of heaven, the idea 
which was apt peculiarly to impress and console her mirid, 
was this; that there, she might hope to see her friends, (es- 
pecially some who were peculiarly afflicted here,) released 
from every sorrow, and perfected in bliss. Such expressions 
were not unfrequent in her letters. Ona certain occasion, 
having made an apology toa friend to whom she was writing, 
on account of something which she had charged on herself 
as faulty, she closes the subject in this manner: “ I must 
bid you adieu, begging that you will not blot me quite out of 
your book ; if you do, I deserve it, and will try not to com- 
plain ; because you can never take away the pleasure I shall 
have, of loving you and yours with the utmost ardour, not 
only while this heart is warm with life, but when it is chill- 
ed by the cold hand of that messenger who will never damp 
the flame, but will only purify, and make it burn the bright- 
er.” ; 

Her concern for the immortal interests of her friends and 
relatives, was most tender and strong. No small portion of 
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her time was occupied in devising methods by which to 
press on their attention the all-interesting things of religion 
and eternity. Yet she frequently condemned herself that 
she did no more. Writing on this subject toa friend, she 
says,‘ I have felt at times such keen distress, that it has 
seemed as though my reason would forsake me; but still I 
could not utter what so oppressed my heart.” Referring 
afterward to an instance ef what she deemed uncommon 
faithfulness and zeal in’another. “ How it reproves,” says 
she, “my guilty tongue, for all its sinful silence.” She 
adds, “ O pray for me, that the feeble spark of grace, that 
seems almost extinguished, may be kindled to a flame, that 
will destroy all sinful fear, and make me bold in the dear 
cause of God ; that I may work his work while it is called 
to-day, and find it my meat and drink to do his will.” And 
afterward: “ Your whole family shall have my ardent pray- 
ers, as ours will yours, I hope. O may we thus be “ mutual 
helpers,” mutual suppliants at the throne of grace. How great 
the mercy, there to meet. and mingle souls, and in the arms of 
faith and love, to carry our dear friends together, and beg for 
them what*most of all we prize, with the sweet hope that 
Heaven will not withhold the blessings we desire.” 

But her benevolence was unconfined and universal. She 
felt forthe whole human family. Looking around on her 
fellow creatures destined to death and immortality, yet 
thoughtless of God, absorbed in temporal pursuits, and 
wasting the season on which their eternal all depended, she 
was grieved, and at times almost overwhelmed. She fre- 
quently inquired of herself, whether some new, and hitherto 
untried exertions might not be made to counteract and arrest 
the evil. She put the same question to her friends. It was 
the joy of her heart to know that Christians were much en- 
gaged in prayer for Zion’s prosperity. She was confident 
that a blessing would follow. Every instance of conversion, 
and even of awakening, of which she heard, seemed Jike life 
from the dead. | 

While thus awake to the spiritual interest of her fellow- 
creatures, she took a tender part in what related to their tem- 
poral comfort. Scarcely was there a scene of affliction or of 
jOy, within the range of her information, at which her mind, 
exquisitely attuned as it was, and true to sympathy, did not 
vibrate. Nor was her sensibility a mere passive and short- 
lived impression, but a frincifile of vigorous and systematic 
exertion to do good. She seemed conscious of no value in 
money, except as it became the medium of relief and comfort 
to the distressed. Her plans and efforts of this kind were 
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truly exemplary ; and always increased with her means and 
gpportunities. 

. She spent much of her time in retirement, and rarely ap- 
peared in mixed companies. Not that she was either unso- 
cial, or an enemy to innocent relaxation. Butshe found her 
principal pleasure in conversing with select friends, either 
personally, or by the pen; in contemplating the beauties of 
nature, and in perusing favourite authors. Among the last, 
was Cowper: and it was the opinion of some of her friends, 
that by abundantly conversing with that interesting writer, 
she had insensibiy caught something os his turn of thought, 
and manner of expression. 

Like most others, who have been eminent in religion, Mrs. 
D. was acquainted with severe affliction. For several years, 
she was subject to frequent attacks of painful indisposition. 
With these, other trials were connected, which, on a mind 
and frame like hers, made a deep impression. Though fa- 
voured with much christian enjoyment, she was at times the 
prey of dejection ; and her constitution gradually gave way. 
She was emphatically a martyr to sensibility. But her afilic- 
tion was a merciful and salutary discipline. 


*¢ The saint sustained it, but the woman died.” 


And it is thought most soothing to the bosom of friendship, 
that those exquisite feelings which once gave a sting to dis- 
tress, are now so many avenues of unmingled and everlasting 
delight. 

She was united in marriage with Mr. D. but a few months 
before her decease. She entered on this interesting scene in 
the same spirit which had governed’ her in every other in- 
stance. New plans of benevolence and usefulness occupied 
her from the first. Her house and heart were open to her 
Christian friends, and to the poor. To human appearance, 
she was about to kecome a more eminent blessing than ever, 
to the church and world. But a mysterious Providence soon 
drew a dark cloud over the pleasing prospect. <A sickness 
commenced, which ‘early forbade the hope of recovery. In 
what frame of mind this sickness found her, may be collected 
by reading the following paper, which was written not many 
months previous, on her birth-day. 

-** The 29th year of my life is closed and gone for ever. So- 
lemn reflection ! May the thought that time is on the wing, 
arousé my slumbering spirit, and stimulate me to begin 
another year, as though it wete the last! May I devote each 
day and hour to His service whose I am, with all that I can 
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do! O that I might be made useful while I stay on earth! 
The thought of living in vain is almost insupportable. Mer- 
ciful Father ! let me not be a cumberer of the ground; a use- 
less branch, fit only. for the burning ; but O employ me in thy 
service. Let me do something for thy cause, thy people, and 
the precious souls around me, if I am to be continued here 
below. it would be pleasant thus to live. To do thy work, 
is all that is worth living for; all that makes life desirable. 
To look back in a dying hour, and see something done in the 
cause@#@fGod, and to promote religion in the world, how de- 
lightfiil itsmust be ! O let not all my days and years be lost. 
May this year be crowned with tliy blessing on my poor at- 
tempts to do thy will! And may I be enabled to put in prac- 
tice the new resolutions I now desire to make in thy strength ! 

1. Resolved, that I will try to sfeak more for God and his 
holy cause. In this duty, I have been too deficient ; but now, 
in divine strength, am determined to mend. 

2. I will try to go more into the world,Jand see if I cannot 
do more for the souls of my acquaintance. In this I am veri- 
ly guilty. The souls of those around me are too much neg- 
lected. Relatives and friends must be conversed with more, 
on the great things of religion. This I will try to do, if 
Heaven in mercy will but give me strength. 

3. I will try more to see. dear Christian friends. I can call, 
and stay a little while. ‘lhis I will do, more than I have 
done, and not wait for restraint to be done away—if Heaven 
enables me not to fear. 

4. The sick and afflicted have been too much neglected. 
T must try to visit the widow and fatherless more, the sick and 
afflicted, the poor and needy. Among these I may call ; and 
it should, and must be dene. O that 1 may have strength and 
courage to pursue the path of duty ! 

5. Resolved, that I will take more particular notice of the 
dealings of Heaven with me and mine, and will record the 
mercies and privileges indulged me more than I have done. 
May I be enabled to perform this duty aright! And O that all 
duties may be performed with double diligence, in their re- 
spective places, decently and in order, not clashing one with 
another ! 

My 6th resolution is to live, as much as possible, by rule. 
I will try to have every duty in its proper place; devoting so 
much time to one, and so much to another. This can be 
done, more than it has been. O that the God of all grace may 
be pleased to enable me to live more to his glory, by conform- 
ing my life as strictly as possible, to the rules of his holy 
word. J think J ean say, I delight to do his will. QO may it 
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be my daily meat and drink! © that I may have grace ai- 
ways todo the things that please him ! © that he would em- 
ploy me every moment in his service, and enable me to bring 
forth fruit to the praise and glory of his wondrous grace ! 
May I be enabled so to live and walk, that all around me may 
be contrained to confess that the religion of Jesus is a blessed 
reality ! And may this year be crowned with the rich mercy 
of seeing some one in the family rejoicing in the truth, and 
uniting with me in giving glory to the God of our salvation : 
O grant it, Father of mercies, for thy name’s sake oa 
¥ would resolve with all my heart, Fd 
With all my powers to serve the Lord ; 


Nor from his precepts e’er depart, 
Whose service is a rich reward. 





O be his service all my joy, 
Around let my example shine, 

Till other: love the blest employ, 
And join in labours so divine. 


Be this the purpose of my soul, 
My solemn, my determin’d choice ; 
‘To yield to his supreme control, 
And in his kind commands rejoice. 


O may I never faint nor tire, 
Nor wander from thy sacred ways ! 
Great God! accept my souil’s desire, 
And grant me strength to live thy praise. 
Mrs. STEELE. 


When we contemplate such resolutions, formed at a late pe- 
riod of her life, and the state of mind which they indicate, we 
are not surprised to find her. prepared to welcome death. 
Doubtless, Christians are best prepared to die, when best pre- 
pared to live. Indeed, it appears that for a considerable time 
previous to her last sickness, she enjoyed the privilege of look- 
ing forward to death with comfort and joy. Conversing with a 


friend soon after one of the short indispositions above referred 


to, she told her that she found it a favoured and happy season 
indeed. She was enabled to depend on the promises ; to trust 
in God, and not be afraid. She thought she should not live ; 
but there appeared no terror in death ; it was altogether plea- 
sant and delightful. Her soul sprung forth to meet it. She 
longed to die. She particularized some things which made 
death appear so desirable ; suchas being rid of sin for ever ; 
dropping her clay; being near to God ; and worshipping and 
serving him wit/out sin or weariness. “ How soon,” said she, 
“am I weary in the service of God! If the spirit is willing, 
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the flesh ts weak. long tobe free. But O my family ! My 
dear family ! ............. Why was J made to hear thy voice ? why 
am I not ‘as once I was? What shall I render? And what 
shall I do for my friends ?” 

On another occasion, she expresed herself to the same friend 
in this manner: “ Oh, it seems sometimes hard for me to re- 
alize it possible, that one so impure, so full of sin,’ of every 
evil, should ever be made fit for heaven. But why may I not 
hope? I know whom I have believed; and my Redeemer is 
mighty to save. Yet when I realize what it is, which I hope 
for, it is almost too much for me. Iam overwhelmed ; and 
find it necessary to turn away my thoughts from the subject.” 

Mrs. D’s. last sickness was distressing, beyond what is usu- 
al; but her temper throughout was distinctly marked with se- 
renity and submission. Soon after her confinement, under- 
standing that there were some promising appearances of unu- 
sual seriousness in the town, she inquired of her husband 
whether departed spirits probably had a knowledge of what 
took place on earth; and receiving an answer in the affirma- 
tive, “ Then,” said she, “ ] shall partake of the joy, though I 
should not live to witness the scene.” 

At an early stage of her disorder, she perceived that its 
symptoms were alarming, and entertained little expectation 
of recovery. Being asked whether she felt any distress or 
terror at the thought of death, she replied, no; she found 
nothing hard, except the parting with her dear friends. 

She took a most affectionate leave of her brothers and sis- 
ters ; and begged them to learn from her case the necessity of 
religion, and the comfort it could afford in the full prospect of 
death and eternity. ‘“ You see me,” said she, “ in great dis- 
tress ; but heaven is worth dying for.” She then expressed 
her humble hope that she was going te that blessed world ; 
and added, “ I entreat you to prepare to meet me there. The 
thought that this shall be an eternal separation, is more than 
Ican bear. I will not, I cannot admit it. I must comfort 
myself with the hope of shortly meeting you again in a better 
world.” The succeeding night, she appeared to sink, and 
several times repeated the following line ; 


Tell me my soul, ean this be death? 


Still she declared, that though her distress was great, she 
felt a joy which overbalanced it. The day before her death, 
the sufferings of her frame being extreme, she expressed a de- 
sire, that if she should die with a distressed countenance, she 
might not be suffered to be seen, lest any should construe it 
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as a dishonor to religion. In another most severe struggle, 
she said; “ God is good. I cannot bear that any should think 
him unkind. . No————no no- never.” A few 
minutes before death, she signified that she enjoyed the same 
peace and satisfaction as ever, and could cheerfully commit 
herseif into the hands of God. She then lay a moment, and 
addressing her friends around her, said, with an emphasis and 
aspect never to be forgotten: “ Do let me go—let me go—let 
me go”—and expired. 





THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF NEW-YORK. 


ON the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth of last month, was 
held the annual examination by the superintendants of this 
institution; and on the evenings of the same days were de- 
livered public discourses by five of the students. The ex- 
hibition was throughout gratifying to their friends, and sa- 
tisfactory to the public. 

The plan of the Seminary is now more fully carried into 
effect than formerly; and its practicability and usefulness, 
begin to be felt and acknowledged. Systematic and Biblicak 
Divinity, are taught by the Rev. Dr. Mason; and the Ori- 
ginal Scriptures, Ecclesiastical History, Scriptural Chrono- 
logy and Geography, and Eastern Antiquities, as far as con- 
nected with Biblical Literature, by the Rev. Mr. Mathews. 

The superintendants express their belief that the Church- 
es may promise themselves much from this Institution, and 
are highly interested in its prosperity. Yet in its infancy, it 
has already sent forth to the ministry fifteen young men, 
who are labouring with acceptance and usefulness, in the 
work to which the Master has called them. The leading 
feature in the plan of education, study of the scriptures 
themselves, making use of systems of Divinity, more to me- 
thedise than to ascertain what the Scriptures teach, is every 
year discovering itself to be of new importance. They ex- 
press their satisfaction, too, in seeing some of the surround+ 
ing Churches attempting to introduce plans of education 
materially the same ; and hope to see the same blessing de- 
scending upon others, which has crowned the Institution un- 
der the care of their own Church, and which claims so much 
thankfulness from those who are to enjoy its benefit. 














